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Module code AN-3306 

Module Title History of English 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option/Breadth 

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite AN-1201 Introduction to English Language and Linguistics 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 

This module aims to introduce students to the history of the English language, from its ancestor languages 
and its first emergence as a distinct language approximately 1500 years ago, to the development of modern 
English as a world language. The module also discusses processes of language change common to all 
languages, including Malay and the other languages of Brunei Darussalam.  On completion of the module 
students will also have a greater understanding of various aspects of English grammar, vocabulary, 
pronunciation and spelling. 

 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 

Lower order : 30% - Know about the various stages in the development of the English language 
- Understand how languages typically undergo change 

Middle order :  40% - Analyse how the language of Chaucer has undergone substantial changes 
- Describe the processes affecting the development of languages in Brunei 

Higher order: 30% - Evaluate the various models in representing language changes 
- Interpret the sociolinguistic influences on shifting language usage 

Module Contents 
- The main stages in the history of English, from Old English to the development of World Englishes 
-Processes in language change: creation of new vocabulary, changes in word meanings, pronunciation and 
grammar  
- Methods of analysing historical and current changes in English 
- Causes of language change  
- Changes that have affected the evolution of Brunei English 

 

Assessment Formative assessment Detailed feedback is provided for exercises undertaken in 
weekly tutorials that analyse the processes of language 
change. 
 

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 
 

Coursework:  50%            
– 1 written assignment (25%) 
– 1 oral presentation, analysing the changes that have 

taken place in the language of Chaucer (15%) 
– 1 in-class test (10%) 

   

 

 


